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Writing Under Pressure

33

Write well-organized answers to essay tests; write effective
in-class essays.

Frequently in college vou will be required to write clearly
and correctly in a brief time and under pressure—for exam-
ple. when you write compositions in class and when vou
take essay examinations,

(1) Write clear, concise, well-organized answers on essay
tests.

When you write an answer to an essay question. vou
are conveying information. but vou also are proving to
vour audience—the examiner—that vou have mastered
the information and can work with it. In other words.
your purpose is both informative and persuasive. There
are several things you can do in preparing for and taking
an essay examination to insure that vou do the best job
vou can.

Prepare trial questions.

Perhaps the best way to get ready for an essav examination
is to prepare yourself from the first day of class. Trv to
decide what is most important about the material vou have
been learning and pay attention to indications that vour
instructor considers certain material especially important.
As you assimilate facts and concepts. attempt to work out
questions that your instructor is likely to ask. Then plan
how you would answer such a question,
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